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" 42 VOTES anNp PROCEEDING S, Noyvember, 1786.
e T By tie S EN A T E, January 20, ‘1787, A
S GENTLEMEN, ' C R Yoo "
WE are forry that our propofal to reduce the allowances to the members of the gencral affembly
from feventeen hillings and {ix-pence to fourteen fhillings per day, fhould'have given fuch offence
‘ ". as to produce the remarks in your meflage of this day by Mr. Seney. .We are of opinion, that
* . fourteen fhillings per day is fufficient to deiray the neceflary expences of the members attending the” -
affembly. . The propofition was made under thé impreflion, that it was neither proper or even de-
{ited that more fhould be paid than what was’ abfolutely neceflary to cover thofe expences. We did
. hot imagine that the propofed reduction of the allowance would have the moft diftant tendency to
_exclude perfons of moderate fortunes from a feat in the legiflature, or to fecure to 'the more afffuent
. the fole " exercife of the right of legiflation; and your indirect cenfure proceeds, we fulpe&, rather
. from fome degree of warmth than from any real opinion exifting in your houfe, that there is: any
fuch defigri” entertained by this : We fhall not however be deterred by the fear of fuch cenfures, or
" of other confequences, from propofing what we think right. In tie neighbouring ftates of Virginia
* and Pennfylvania, we are informed tne per diem allowance does not exceed twelve and fix-pence.
In this ftate the allowance has been different at different times ; it depe;g:s on an annual vote of the
. - aflembly. We take the liberty to fuggeft, that when they who receive fettle the quantum to be -
" received, it is more prudent to be under than above the proper compenfation. We wiily indeed, that
| S the allowance was fettled by fome permanent rule which might relieve thetafiembly fiom the delicute
f’ : { . fituation they are annually placed in of voting - their own allowances, Although delirous to re~
. . - trench’every unneceflary public expence, we are unwilling to violate the public faith, and to deprive
- the civil officers of the fettled falaries, not more than adequate to their wrvices. The difference bea
" tween officers who devote the whole, or the greater part of their time to public dutics, -and members
of affembly attending occafionly, and for a few months, muft be obvious. The fees of officers and
attornies are not in any degree connecled with the expences of government ; thefe fees are ferdled
by law, which have continued a confiderable time, and we do.not know that they are teo Lizli;
we have not the time at prefent to ¢xamine into this fubject, and make a new regulation, if want-
ing. : -
' ,gin rejeting the bill to reduce the falaries of the governor, chancellor, judges, and cther officers,
for the time therein mentioned, we do not depart trom thofe principley avhich we trult will aleays
-~ ~——dire& this houfe to an uniformity of conduét on cafes fimilarly circumftanced ; but we eannat fub-
' fcribe to the doétrine of your meflage, that to preierve unifornity, fimilar determinations muft be
given on cafes altogether differentﬁlmpﬁeﬁrs—to-x}s‘,*thaﬁhc—&fﬁ'cnmtc—of—mmn*l' tombetween the two
-~ houfes, refpelting their allowances, is-no-juft-caule-to delay pufling and paying other charges on the
' journal of accounts. ) o :
In anfwer to your mefage of this forenoon by Mr. Sherwood, we fhail barely remark, that the fyftem
" of an emiffioniof paper money, the only one propofed by your houfe to provide for the exigencies of
N} ~ °“ government, appearcd to us to be utterly incompetent to afford relief, and wus therefore unanimoutfl
5 -+ -+ rejeted by this houfe. It is not the province of the fenate to point out the ways and mcans of raifing
i 7 <" - money from the people; had we prefumed to offer -in a meffage any plans for this purpofe, you
b - might have conftrued it a departure from the’ ftrict li/ne,of our duty, and a breach of your privilege ;
P however, we have more than once intimated our earneft delire to co-operate with you, and to afford
_every affiftance in our power in devifing and-adopting fuch meafures as might effeCtually extricate
as. from our prefent and preffing difficulties, with the leait pofliblé-burthen and charge to the people,
;-uu’llyou have declined any intercourfe with us for thefe purpofes. o

‘his hodfe will adjourn to the twentieth day of April next. -
: By order, C J. DORSEY, clk.
. ' " The refolution refpecting allowances to the clerks and other officers of this general aflembly, ‘was
N read the fecond time and diffented to. : o '
| The following meflage was-prepared, agreed to, and, with the above refolution;-fent to the houfe -
S of delegates by George Gale, Efquire. A ‘ s B
' oo ] By tTHe SEN AT E, Jaxvary 20, 1787.
GENTLEMEN, - B ' ,
‘ 'WE will agree to a refolution dire&ing that the clerks and other officers. of ‘the general affembly
& fhall be paid any fum not exceeding fourteen 'fhillings per day for their fervices; and we will alfo

"agrée, that any charges on the journal, except thofe which have been objected to by this houfe, may

[
l
- © L be paida - ;
| ' o ‘By order, ‘ J. DORSEY, clk.
‘.. ORDERED, That the printer be directed to print one thoufand copies of that part of the meflage
~of this'day, fent by John Henry, Efquire, which is an anfwer to the meflage of the hoiife of déle-
gates, before directed to be printed. - S . C :
. , - The paper bills from No. 1 to No. 54 inclufive, except No. 45, 46 and 47, were fent to the.
S - houfe of dclegates by Charles Carroll, of Carroliton, g fquire. o o
% | © .+ "Mr.'R. Bowie, ﬁyb'm the houfe of delegates, delivers to the prefident the follawing fefolution: \
. ' By Tut HOUSE ‘or DELEGATES, January 20, 1787. =
ResoLvep, That the treafurér of the weftern thore-pay to the feveral perfons who have. allow-
-ances on the journal of accounts, except the members of thé houfe of delegates as fuch,the fums
- : .thercby appearing due to them refpe@ively, out of any monics in his hands, or that may:come 'to'his
v > hands, and which is not appropriated, and that the faid treafurgr may give certificates of. fuehvillow-
& Al . . * .
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